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Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) is a viral illness that affects the respiratory system. The first case of the disease was reported in 2012 in Saudi Arabia. It has since then been spreading in other parts of the world. It is caused by a virus known as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV). Some of the notable symptoms of the illness include cough, fever, and shortness of breath. For every ten patients reported to have contracted the MERS-COV, four of them die (Azhar et al., 2019). 
MERS-CoV is a Coronavirus. As such, it is transmitted from one person through respiratory secretions, for example, through coughing. The primary modes by which the virus spreads from an infected person to others through such means as coming into close contact with infected people, healthcare facilities, and living with or caring for the infected people (World Health Organization, 2019).
Currently, there is no particular antiviral treatment for the MERS-CoV viral infection. However, the disease is dealt with by providing health care that serves to relieve the symptoms. Where the virus cases are severe, the healthcare providers control them by supporting the functioning of the vital organs (Memish et al., 2020). 
Research shows that the primary reservoir hosts of the MERS virus are the dromedary camels. These animals act as sources of the virus infection in humans. It is believed that the virus initially originated from a bat and passed to the dromedary camels. Genetic studies have revealed a strong relationship of the virus with the coronaviruses noticed in bats. MERS-CoV is a single-stranded, enveloped, and RNA virus roughly 30 kb long (Arabi et al., 2017).
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